KING S0L,0MONIS TEMPLE

One of the first things we learn about IPree-
masonry is 'fhat it is a systern of niorality veiled
in allepory and illustrated by synbols'! - and there
in a (do;-nn or so words. “you have the conplzate
definition of Freemasonry, about which so nany
thhousands of words have been written by our fore-
bears and contenporaries with fertile imaginuations

and sc¢ many nen have been and are inspired ‘%o
Liild this near world-wide institution (. this

brotherhood of ran which knows no bounds,

it does it not strike You as strange that
this vast and most influential/instituthen, ;riven

npsitiyve plfactice of

over almost entirely to tha
morality- as a way of 1iiz=is, pecul¥iarly, founded
and propapgated on alld;ory andi\svmbols, stories
and jilluslrations whicli, i pawt, lack positive

proof to the podnthel myvtioloy.

Contvarsely, scw2 of the symbols around
which the Masonicearitual is written and
practised ywitheswuch a high degree of ceremonial
and ¢iatensity of intention, were, an(h in certain

hysical enlies
instgnces., still remain AQ to this day.

This may sound paradoxical but it is

'Ll"!fe.

Two of the most important symbols in
Freemasonry and which are at the very foundation

of the craft are Wing Solomon and his wmagnificent

ot
.
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Tewrple at Jerusalen, Noti forgetting, of course,
the ancient Gnilds of his operative Masons and

the working implements with which they plied their
skills. All these are of paramount importance
in the development and practice of the ritual as

we know it,

The same working implements are, of
conrse, in use to this day in operative asonry
and s1ill have the sare si,mnifications” n

'reemasonry,

As an operative Mason mrsedif - 4swto all
operative Masons - it provides a fasegmaiing study
fes—ma Lo endeavour to relate the arcient story
of' the work of operative¢ aasons topthe present

day ritval of Freemasdns, b4

Aind forthane s suifac.and most authoritative
story of the anc ents.ond! n detailed account of

King Solomonig, Temple » and no little about King

Solomon in\versores~we turn to the 01d Testament,
the PMiws/Dook/A M ingrs and, in particular,

Chaptevrs 5ix and Seven %

low much credence you place on this 0ld
testament account is a matter lor each individual
to decide but the llistorians and Archaelogists,
althoush differing in detail, have, down the
centuries, accepted in eneral terms the 0Old

festament Story.




A visit to the lloly Land strengthens one'
Lelief in the 01d Testament story although the
coruplete absence of physical remains of King
Solomon's Temple itself is bound to give rise to
differences of opinion and interpretations of whai
really did exist and what the Ternple really did

lock lilie

There have been many artists impressicns
of the Temple, some of which | find dnacceptalile
on structural grounds and others bLiohcause, An ny
view, they present a far too elavorate exterior)
because if one accepts the 0Old Testament pictiire
then it was a magnificiently, and lmvieily en-
riched interior - beyond imaginatiozn in fact -

but the exterior was Siriply nrotentious anrl ol very

simple plan. Almos "’ —-’°"¢‘-“‘¢‘\<{ OKE 1 'a-U\

-

The Tewrle was conliceived by King David,
Solomon's fcther, who bad nost of his life been
involved, 'n wars_ anid fighting and conquered
J@riisalanm mbout, NOG years B.C. and was so struck
by its stratdignd value that he wade it his
cap™al «nty)and called it the City of NDavid -

Twiter Gnlverdid it become Jer'salem.

To commemorate his victorious campaigns
and as a tribute of praise and thanksgiving to the
eternal Cod he decided he would build a temple

‘n Jemisalem,

hut he was by now an old man and 'war

drenched' and that David should build the Temple

was not altorether acceptable to God and go—
i Y




Solonon, who was not David's eldest son, becane

Iking: of Tsrael.

llis preferment was largely because of his
disinclination to warlike tendencies (the peoplg
of 'srael were tired of wars) his wisdou, his
diplormacy, his ability to attract wealth zud\ et ¥
things done and his ability to curry friendship
and favour with some of his neighbours (w4 obfain
their help and gifts - notably Hyras Kiiy; of Tyre.
Above all was his devotion to the” eternal .o,

especially in the earlier years of  his reiyn and

he was favoured by God and wu'es overl 'ilie
Israelites for 39 vears (gbL2 "= 922( M C} mostly years i

of peace and comparativ(. /plenty o the !sraelites

althouyh in some measire at (u= expense of others,

Mind yoin 1 thipk,wwithout doubt, he was

very much a show.ian, uspendthrift - one who liked

lavish living.~ had an eye to beauty and the
ladies (A& vhink zZbowt 750 wives and 500 others!) :
he breckedt no anterference with his wishes and
incidentally was one of the originators of the

UVineclLionsof“Labour - quite a politician in fact,

But this was the King for the people of

Israecl, at the beginning of a period of non-

molestation in war and looking for a richer
pleasanter life - a life in which they were pre-
pared to be led into a closer and peaceful re-

lationship with God. Perhaps not to be wondered

at following their many vears of turbnlance and

strife.

. /



Iling Solomon was quick to assess and
encoura;se this new mood in the people of Israel
and the 0ld Testament story tells us he was
'inspired' to build the Temple ﬁ?ncelv d by his

owie
IF'ather David and in which would bo‘!he tAre of
the Covenant' containing the tablets of the law
which were of inestimable value to the

Israelites, This Temple would alsc be the
Shrine at which the Israelites wonld worship the
Eternal Cod.

lLLargely because of this devision Seglounon

had becone very friendly with llvian King “af

Tyre who was a great admirer 41 David and passed ON.

lhis liking to King Solormon So mueh s that he
promnised to supply all tha cedar and fir tiuvbers
from the forests of lLebaron foiruse in the new
terple. !lis own people would Wew then: and shape
ther: and float thely by sed tp I'srael but Solomon
had te providéwthe casuil Yabour and food (oil and
wheat ) to l9¢€am King of Myre in large quantities
by way of “naynent .for the vast gquantity of timber

requii sedi.
il stone for the Terple was quarried
locally, inisrael and some of the individiral
stones were of enormous dimensions 12'0" cube and
150" ecnbe are rmentioned in the 0ld Testament
which also refers to sinl;in(tsAg:“onnd the edies of
the stones which 1 believe to bave beon a form

of 'Lteyed' or 'interlocking' Jointing,




‘he qguarrying, handling, tramgporting
and hoisting of these huje stones (nnrl the tim-
bers) is a source of wonder even although the

enforced labour was in plentiful snupply.

A veritable army of people (slave
labour) was directed by Solomon to the forests of
s ——————
LLebanon, the stone quarries and the brohze casting

crounds,

30,000 Men were 'levied’” i¢ go to. lubanon
- in relays of 10,000 men at @@/t ime woarking one
month in lLebanon and two moanths at hcwd,
Adorniram, whose name sompz 4f you wiill recall,

was in charge of this 1ev7.

20,000 lHewora or cuarrynen were sent to
work the stonewin the meuntains and 70,000 men

were directdd to carry and transport the burdens.

2,200 Oversecers were engaged to
looly after tlisvarmy of people - a total of 183, 300
iJag AL . it none of those directed to siave
lodiour‘were Israelites - they the Israelites
tived in comparative plenty on the fabulous wealth
which Solowon attracted in gold, precious stones
and food, The slaves were from subjected

terrftories.




Now as to the site of* King: Solonon's
Temple. To be able to begin to appreciale the
amonnt of work involved in the preparatbtion of
the site and the building of the Temple on it,
one lias Lo realize that Jerusalem is a city
built largely on mountain slopes and King Solonmon's
Fepmple was no exception. it was built on the
lower slope of Mount Moriah - which became tlhe
Holy Mount voriah because of its adaptatipp as a
site for religious worship - with King«Solowon’s

Tenple Lecoming the {pre-rnmmr of sulsejuent
places of worship on the sawe sital

The whole site extendy vo a vagt level
plateau 35 acres in extent. rerelled {nto and on

thie side of Mount Morialf.

in these.duyis/ of sechanical difgers and
eartli moving equdpment, oMevel a site of 35
acres on the ‘site of a mountain would be qitite a
feal of enginvering occhievement but imagine the
same op=1at’on pagartaken by hand 3000 vears agos

Yol this was donw,

Not“only was the featl accomplished but
nronnd the filled area - that is the lower slopeon
the west side - a hiph retaining wall was built

of stone then called the Holy Wall - now

called the Wailing Wall. This was an incredible

faat.s
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The wailing wall, as vou will know, is the
only renaining part of the original building

development on this site which embraced Kimng:
“olomon's Temple, his palace and other national
mom rents built by Wing Solomon during his

reign

The wailing wall is the shrine at waicli,

whien possible, the Jews in lsrael stilldplay A ¢

the Pt erpal G sone anding qu wnd y
revereht 1§ 68de 78U % FHRIEEnIng 25T emphas ize ,
their pravers and some becowing (ndie vidorous 3

in their movements whilst praing as il wasting

oitl their own evil spirits? Many write notes to i
the T'ternal God and fold “lien up tightly then
drop then into crevices\@Gx thé\Wailing Wall in

the belief that they wiil be \aiiswered, To

many, if notl ally (lsraelifes, the Wailing Wall A

still represents~ihe Tefiple of King Solomon.

am not sire when the vast plateau, the

Noly siffevof 35 acres, was {ormed but the
existence/ b Ak Yailing Wall which, in part at

least ), was part of the original scheme of hing i
Jolorjon oes/ back nearly 3000 years - 35 acres .
is,an agea2 which 1 gues$ to be nearly similar to
the area bounded by Vellington Read, Stafford

Street and Queens Cross, Dudley.




There were, of course, two tewples
built on Lhe same site - that of ling Solowmon
built 957 - 950 B,.C., (in seven years and four ;
nonths i and liing Herod's Terple built in the

first century Belore Christ,.

I'ing Solomon's Termple was badly damaed
by fire and depredation by the Babylonians win (he
year 580 B.C, some 7370 years after it w@e builtg
It was later restored by Cyrus and herius,both
ilings of Persia (of which Israel bdeave a mart)
in the second halt of the 5th Ceiiry N OY _f
They were assisted by the JIsvraelites o tleir
return from BDabylonian captivity, Tais
restoration was undertakan egver aleiy; period of
tive 578 - 515 B.C. apd wie reisbored Temple
was reconsecrated in the year W15 BD.C. and
prestmably used untiy it vas,.completely destroyed
by King lerod™n, tne fiGtisth century B.C., some

000 yvears avier it wag ‘irst built. -

ITo» recordis wention the names not only of
Cyrus and Darivs, Kings of Persia, but also of b
7erctbablevand others who (ijjure prominently in 4
fcavral Arch WMasonry, as being involved in the
fesioration of King Solomon's Temple but it is é
iviportant, 1 think, to remember that the

original Temple was restored after its first

desicration and not rebuilt as the second Tenple,

as is sonetimes popularly beliovad/nnti] the time

of Herod.



The second Temple - llerod's Temple -
was corparatively short-lived as it, in Lurn,
was cormletely sacked by the Romans in the year

70 KD,

Fxcept for the Wailing Wall - which as
vou: will recall lielps to hold up the lioly
Plateay, nothing remins of the building of Ying
Soloion's Temple nor of llerod's Temple altte¢ch
the Israeli guides who now take tourists.aronnd
the sitle will point out some parts efdsicuae
columms lying around on the groundmbtinch they say
have been excavated from the ruife, of the Sirst
teriple but T am satisfied from ny researches thatl
these are not genuine. 7Thips o/, perbaps, a bit of
commercial comment which Sliculd be-dls-

reigarded,

On the site of the plateau to-day, there
are two quite.ela'orate’ "~hurches' one in which
the Israeliys worship and the other known as the
'"Dome of “thu Rock!' ‘which is a huge nrosque for
Arab Notrship - a most ormgte building. This is
linked wi¥h Eing Solonon's Temple in that there
iswin theyrarvle floor a protrusion of the
natnural roex on which the Mosque is built and
“liis is Waid to be part of the original Temple of
ing Solomon but there is no proof of this.,
Apaineg®, T think a bit of comwent for commercial

frain,
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lle it said the Dome of the Rock is a
ra;nificent building of its kind - like King
Solomon's Temple lavishly finished - and one has

to pay (as a tourist) for admission,

So much for background., What of King

Soloron's Temple itself as a building.

As I have said, the most detailed avcount

v

o’ it we have is probably that containal in the
First lDook of Kings of the 0ld Testamernt and, =
particular, Verses 6 and 7 which_ account [toy the
best ol my knowledge, has not kser’ disptoved so

on it | bhase my comments.

In wy mind's ey ,I seesa fairly sinple
rectangiular building,eyterrindilyy, the dimensions
of' which are statea.i1mn the 0ld Testamenl in
CURTTS and HANES GBIEADTIAS W For simplicity, |1

shall quote in I2et aund \inches - a cubit being

the length. oS .an aduliv’s forearm from elbow to
finger t4py, namély 8" or thereabouts and a
hands, ©rweaith A0, For the metricated, a

little under - half a meter and about 100w,

FENPGCt i WG INA
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The main rectangular block of the nave
was 90'0" lonyy and 30'0" wide and 45'0" high,
completely cubic in shape and I believe flat
roocfed, In front of the main block was an en-
trance porch (or narthex as we should call it
to-day ) the same width as the nave (i.e.,
_’S(J'If") and projecting 15'0", Thus, the maiy
temple was overall a total of 105'0" longeangd
30'0" wide - not a very large building by to-

day's standards.

There were windows with gratings in the
walls of the Temple but these i:st/havetbuen set
high up above the floor becailsesrall mwrowad the
two lony; side walls (soutl and nonth. i~ and one
end (the east)] - note chrefiilly«~ ‘there were
Luilt a continuous selties ofiwuiiall side roows,
three storeys in badight, each storey about 7'6"
high and approdeliaa”by tran/doors fron one (loor

to the next abouvn>.

Thase sidewcooms were a different width
in each wibrey, tiie lower storey being 7'6"
widé, the micdle storey 9'0" wide and the top
gturey 100" 'wide, thus each row or storey can-
‘ilevering out 1'6" beyond the one below. This
allowed for the planks and timber joists up-
holding the storey above to be secured withornt
piercing the main walls of the Temple. fts
not at all clear how the oversailing - or
cantilevering - was done but it obviously was

effectlive,




One reason for this method of fixing
the joists was to avoid the use of harrers,
chizels and all other retal tools on the site.
No sound ofmetal on metal or metal on slone was
lteard on the site during the whole of the build-
iy operation, A truly remarkable achievement
of pre-planning and prefabrication that all

parts ot this rewarkable structure were madéd /Of1

site and fitted together on site,

Jut to return to the side robons/arotnd
the huilding, These were entered-Ciron one en=
trance only on the south side ¢T_uvhe Tenple
(presunably from the nave) so'wthat al[N\these
rooris must have been intepeWrpiunicating, Their
uses are not clear but dtarage ilvwdupgested,
They conld have been («4nd 1 ¢Hun) nore likely)

bareye

~—

private shrines,

Tt is coanificany, however, tao note that
the records do not sénvion three entrances to
the Ternnle o5 is ¢(loneé in the Masonic ritual. ;
Logicady daeduction and analysis of the records
lead wie” fo tivz , opinion that there was no en-
tranece at..tie east end since that end of the
maih blacw’for a depth of 30'0" was walled off
aoripledediy to form the Holy ol Holies.or
HSacred Fhrine 30'0" square which housed the Arc
of the Covenant and other ornaments (which |
will nention later) into which only the Priests

were al!lowed to enter,

]’3-




PDetween the nave and the ldy of llolies
was a pair of massive doors formed in olive
wood heavily carved and gold plated, aset these
with tlte ornate pillasters forming part of an
inmer vestibile in the form of a pentagon,

- I haven't yet fathoned this one.

The north, south and east walls of ‘the
rain bloch being surronnded with side dcoms il

would appear, therefore, that therec, vay have
been but one entrance to the Teuple, - insthe wast

wall - this being an imposinggsefivrance, Lhe

rain porchway or entrance.

As 1 have previously siad./ it was the

full width of the ngve™=! 30'0") and 15'0" deep.

The heijght of the Lain hlock . was 450" and the

end and two flanling rous of side rooms were

21'6" high Bt the het gt of the porchway or
entrance s not statel,. One imagines il 5 ay

have p £ t L than th

nive p’lt‘xshﬁovq z (13-‘?,%3{ 3" hlﬁ ‘BXtenton the

positiren of Anevtwo preat polished bronze colunns
o, villars which were placed at the porchway or

antrance .,

The records don't say they were in the
porchway or that they supported the roof of the
porcli, 'n fact, the degcription of them rather

leads one to believe they were free-standing,

14,



The 01d Testanent story degcribes thern: as
being 27'0" high, 18'0" in girth (i.e., nearly
60" in diareter) and the shell about 4" thicl,
They were forred hollow and each had a capital
o' polished bronze 7'6" high making a total
height of 34'6v, Fach capital had two rows of
porierranates cast on, 1 00 in each row/aml a e~
worl or treilisworl was over each of thes. I 2 \
e . said eac el o ; . o <SeQ¥I)5
£ also said each capital supported a spheve - g
the Celestial and Terrestrial Globesg \desped=
tively, but there is no nention of vonnecting

bears or vasonry at the head.,

The pillars were nayéd Boay mand .In(:hl.ur\
(facing left and right oi tie enipanice, respec-
tively) denoting strerpgcli” and wtabi 1ity. ALL
in all 1T come down in favoin. of then being free-

standing,

As wivt the lewving, handling and
shaping of " "the itimbers and stones {or the 4
buildingiso the casting of these two pillars :
witheaw! 'thei 1 ornaventation were cast away
Cronythe site of the Temple as were so mnany other
Massive breonze ornaments within the Tenple. 11
W= alnest inconceivable that such hige and highly

tinished castings in thiose days could be made.



I am indebted to Wor. Dro, Vincent Rut-
ter {(an expert himself) Wo tells me he doesn't
lknow how such massive castings would be cast
except in sections since the individual weight

of each coupleted pillar would be approxinmately

tr
druEBTes ANYaPYoRabBEGR g0 ER, §LIEELNEC :

10 tons of nolten metal.

Apain, the question of transpe=ling
thewm fron the plains of the Jordan where tlioy
vere cast and evect ing then makesg tha mind
bogcle., lHHow conld one et sufficient un
sufficiently cleose to 1ift 24 “tons, INtnink
even in thoeose days there Wusd havel Yeen some

l' "‘. <5
systenr of pulleys and hiifts., AWK \-etioin €%,

These pillars were oxtraordinarily
beautiful and cbueiously(masle by a master of the oy

cralt who, ™ \fact, wis Mlyram of Tyre, son of a

widow and whose fatlie’ also had been a worker in
bronze., Myrang so the old Testament tells us,
was*fiil)yof skl @ acute and clever at all kinds

of, Wronze worls,

e it was also who cast the huge polished
bronze "'sea' or 'bowl' 15°'C" diameter, 7'0"
High, "5'0" girth and with a lipped (lilylike)
rii,all around it, the whole richly ornamented f
and cast in one piece - the capacily being

16,000 gallons of water and it was supported

16,



on 12 huprh polished bronze bulls. What the
purpose of the sea or bowl was 1 am not sure
but it was placed on the south side of the

Ternple alt the eastern corner.

There were 10 Lrolleys of bronze eadl:
G'O" wide, 0'0" long and h1'6" high each &gl
a H'0" diameter bronze pot on top to hald 320
rallons., These were placed beside lnelieupte
% to the south side and 5 to the monin side.
Pparo acs wsos \ vl anR weoll fown o (wamiy chafirecdd ¢
Across the full widthiol” the lnly of

llolies were two cherubs ¢f Gxgquisife forn and

design carved in olive vsod eachiwi’'O" high and
plated with gold withioy tstrutehsd wings and
from tip to tip eafhwdherud weasured 15'0"

thus protecting (thie Arc of the Covenant.

tbare and pracisely how the cherubs te
Arc ofstie Covenint and all the other solid
bronzs and nurrrors solid gold ornaments were
plzced #nsidd the Holy of Holies and Tenmple
san onlwv/meniragined - there is no record to wy

Inowledge,



ifyram was the man who masterminded the
bronze and gold worl., The overall appearance
and splendour inside the Temple backed by the
abindance of cedar wood beams, wall linings and
ceilings some heavily carved and overlaid with
cotd, and including solid gold hinges on sonie db
the doors,must have been beyond belief. "he
H1d Testament records tell us there was Juooway
of weighing the mass of bronze ornamepts in the

Terple - it was pastl counting,

It would be interesting o know f the
clay grounds between Sukkoth, and Yaretinan in
the Jordan Valley had anyspecial daglities for
castings of the kind Hyiwh producerd. T'm

afraid 7 have no knowiaedge o wbam,

The 018 (Testamewty, as far as 1 have read,
makes no mentior of livram being the principal
Architectoof the Temple, although this could
well hasvebeen so, becaunuse in olden days
Archiffevtls wer> often master craftswen, naster
operative wasons, as well as being skilled

losineswd.



flyram's early training and the coiuntry
of his origin may well have influenced the de-
sign of ing Solomon's Temple for he, llyram
the designer or architect, was very highly
thoupht of by Solomon and Solomon's great e
King Hyram of Tyre. These three it woiid anen
(lyrar ) made the plans and ®esigns, Solanon

Baiach lha B€airea | oo (Goany
found the money,and Hyram ! ing of Ty@elfoi nd
A > P

mucli of the material and skilled ravolir used In 4

the bujlding of the Teuwple.

These three also have/Masonit, signifi-

cance which 1T will not go-~into hire.

King Solowmers Tenmpie was in the
Phoenician style/which haid not then reached the
advanced stagosof forrdn;“Catanerian arches and
domes in stone - they core later, 1 make this
corment, bacanse of the references in toyal Arch
MasonrA to these Thrats of building., And al-
thovitivCPere/zie no comments to this effect in
the Wirst ook of Kings T can imagine King
solomonisiPTenple being built on the lower slope
Gf theyllsly Mount Moriah than the present
platean then, following the conflagration, sub-
sequent levelling operations could have conpletely
enveloped and subperpged the ruins of the Temple.
lLater excavations could have revealed some of
the columns of the inner courtyard which sir-

rovnded the Temple - but T think this most 1n-

lilely or the Archaelogists would have discovered
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far nore than they have done in their excavatios *
- which is very little.
o 9\"-':-““—-/ CJ‘_ th.<

T believe .9!7‘ stibteranean vaull or cham-
ber s pposed to have been found when Ying
Solomon's Tenple was Lirst restored was, pel/
haps, part of a story formulated in a fénilpe,
i perhaps not completely informed, mind. n
Alternatively, it could have been _ a sc=i of
cataconlb or cave formed in the sclid 1rock be-
neath the Temple. Recent excayvatlions tead to ]
give credence to this type of\cavern in ‘other

similar rock formations,

Wt 1 must nadvandesr ofl into the
realms of Royal Arclhiantecoavnts which are, per-
haps, ecqually well founded and, ‘peeckeps,
egqually or moYegcolouliNI .*‘\an Thes< s*.'.’"* tla CV‘&TK

e wholée story is fascinating and |1
have % "pickel preces as from a skeleton but

1igle pagses ‘gnd 1 must draw to a conclusion.

AW 1 see the dory of craflt I'reemasonry,
't haswbeen built arcund a most wondenrfiil
interpretation of bFing Solowmon's Temple and

_ ] ' ) alse
Fing Solomon's personality including those , whom

/
he gathered aronnd hin in this operation. \()ne
off the brightest and most skillful of these
was lHyram - the brass founder - the architect
- whose untimely death graphically f.(.b.]ll'])llt I

very miich doubt it phyvsically carried out in

DCra



the manner and place stated in our ritual -
in a place where there must have been many
people milling around at the very time the
deed was supposed to have been committed -

bt that too is another story,

King Solomon's Terple was an edifice
lavishly built and adorned to the glory ot Lhe

I'ternal God.

The Tenple we build as Meevasongsis
ihe Temple within our hearts f£fodgn whicl owr
individual and collective rgrality spriags.,
nly we as individials car, malke thoel ¢ndeavour
and only the Great Arghitgct of\the 'niverse

can neasure the level of ouriwcifieveuenut.
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